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NOT TO BE MISSED!
"Housing, Equity, and Race: Fair Housing in the DMV Region"
presented by Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG)
How do we expand our choices in where we live? Beginning in July, the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments, Ochoa Urban Collaborative, and Challenging Racism will be hosting a set of regional dialogues on the
intersection of housing, transportation, environment, and race. The dialogues will help inform a regional fair housing
plan. The program, "Housing, Equity & Race: Fair Housing in the DMV Region," will engage participants while learning
about the history of housing and race, including small group discussions and storytellers from a variety of backgrounds.
Each session will be 2.5 hours and will be hosted on Zoom and facilitated by Challenging Racism. The program is free
and open to the public but does require registration via Eventbrite.
Click on the sessions below to register.
We are hosting 3 opportunities to attend this program - each program will cover similar topics. The first one happened on
July 14, but there are still two more sessions available:
Session 2 - July 22 @ 6:30 P
Session 3 - July 31 @ 9:30 A

NEWS FROM CR
Keegan Theatre announces 25th Anniversary season and partnership with Challenging Racism
The Keegan Theatre recently announced the details of their 25th anniversary season, which will include old favorites,
regional and world premieres, new play development, and a summer repertory for families.
This season will also mark the the company’s first time partnering with the Arlington-based organization Challenging
Racism to support education on the prevalence of discrimination and provide tools to challenge hatred. In addition to
leading anti-racism workshops with Keegan staff and Board of the Directors, Challenging Racism is partnering with
Keegan all season long to provide behind-the-scenes support and education around issues of race (as they arise in the
plays themselves) and in the room where the art is made, as well as working with Keegan to create audience enrichment
and education opportunities, from talkbacks to dramaturgical and other educational materials, in conjunction with each
production.
To read the press release from the Keegan Theatre, click here.
And to read the full article from DC Metro Theater Arts, click here.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Black Creativity and Mentorship: A Conversation Between Diana Pumpelly Bates and Titus Kaphar
Friday July 16, 2021
3:00 - 4:00 pm
Join acclaimed San Jose artist Diana Pumpelly Bates and internationally recognized artist Titus Kaphar for a
conversation about Black creativity, artistic inspiration, and the importance of mentorship. This conversation will be
moderated by The Black Index exhibition curator Bridget R. Cooks.
To read more about this event and to register, click here.

Historically Speaking: Where You Are Is Not Who You Are: An Evening With Ursula Burns
African American History and Culture Museum
Thursday, July 22, 2021
7:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Virtual Event, Register here

The first Black female CEO of a Fortune 500 company looks back at her life and her career at Xerox, sharing unique
insights on American business and corporate life, the workers she has always valued, racial and economic justice, how
greed is threatening democracy, and the obstacles she’s conquered being Black and a woman.

FROM OUR FACEBOOK FEED
Bayard Rustin Debate
Looking for more nuanced and well-argued discussions on race? We thought you might be, so we're sharing a free link
to a full half hour of debate between two of the greatest minds of the 20th century, Malcolm X and Bayard Rustin. The
language has held up well, and the subject matter hasn't lost any relevance, race is just as big an issue as it has been
for centuries.

Education Now: Practicing Antiracism in Your School
The disparities that students face today, magnified during the COVID-19 outbreak, are rooted in systemic racism that has
been ingrained in education for generations. But even as we reevaluate the system, we must also recognize the critical
impact of individual educators who are committed to the fight against racism and injustice. Educators — people — can
help change and improve the system, so that it supports and nurtures all young people.
Want to continue learning and discussing this? Check out Harvard Graduate School of Education's conversation on the
matter, filmed last August and yet just as relevant now.

Racial Healing Handbook: Practical Activities to Help You Challenge Privilege, Confront Systemic
Racism, and Engage in Collective Healing
by Anneliese A. Singh
This hand-out can be incredibly helpful for those of us looking to expand our thinking and understanding of antiracism,
both white and non-white. Make sure to check out the worksheet and learn some new things today!
Handout Link here.
Racial Healing Handbook here.

RECOMMENDED BOOKS FROM OUR INSTAGRAM
FEED

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix of the National Book Award-winning Stamped
from the Beginning by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
Here's their book jacket summary to help you figure out whether it's right for you and your child.
"This is NOT a history book. This is a book about the here and now. A book to help us better understand why we are

where we are. A book about race.
The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create dynamics that separate and silence. This
remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the
history of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to
now, shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas
have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited.
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written by beloved award-winner Jason Reynolds, this book
shines a light on the many insidious forms of racist ideas--and on ways readers can identify and stamp out racist
thoughts in their daily lives."

Killing Rage: Ending Racism by bell hooks
One of our country's premier cultural and social critics, bell hooks has always maintained that eradicating racism and
eradicating sexism must go hand in hand. But whereas many women have been recognized for their writing on gender
politics, the female voice has been all but locked out of the public discourse on race.
Killing Rage speaks to this imbalance. These twenty-three essays are written from a black and feminist perspective, and
they tackle the bitter difficulties of racism by envisioning a world without it. They address a spectrum of topics having to
do with race and racism in the United States: psychological trauma among African Americans; friendship between black
women and white women; anti-Semitism and racism; and internalized racism in movies and the media. And in the title
essay, hooks writes about the "killing rage" the fierce anger of black people stung by repeated instances of everyday
racism finding in that rage a healing source of love and strength and a catalyst for positive change.

A Map to the Door of No Return: Notes to Belonging by Dionne Brand
A Map to the Door of No Return is a timely book that explores the relevance and nature of identity and belonging in a
culturally diverse and rapidly changing world. It is an insightful, sensitive and poetic book of discovery.
Drawing on cartography, travels, narratives of childhood in the Caribbean, journeys across the Canadian landscape,
African ancestry, histories, politics, philosophies and literature, Dionne Brand sketches the shifting borders of home and
nation, the connection to place in Canada and the world beyond.
The title, A Map to the Door of No Return, refers to both a place in imagination and a point in history -- the Middle
Passage. The quest for identity and place has profound meaning and resonance in an age of heterogenous identities.
In this exquisitely written and thought-provoking new work, Dionne Brand creates a map of her own art.

Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry and Vashti Harrison
"It's up to Daddy to give his daughter an extra-special hair style in this ode to self-confidence and the love between
fathers and daughters, from former NFL wide receiver Matthew A. Cherry and New York Times bestselling illustrator
Vashti Harrison.
Zuri's hair has a mind of its own. It kinks, coils, and curls every which way. Zuri knows it's beautiful. When Daddy steps in
to style it for an extra special occasion, he has a lot to learn. But he LOVES his Zuri, and he'll do anything to make her —
and her hair — happy.
Tender and empowering, Hair Love is an ode to loving your natural hair — and a celebration of daddies and daughters
everywhere."

What Doesn't Kill You Makes You Blacker: A Memoir in Essays by Damon Young
For Damon Young, existing while Black is an extreme sport. The act of possessing black skin while searching for space
to breathe in America is enough to induce a ceaseless state of angst where questions such as “How should I react here,
as a professional black person?” and “Will this white person’s potato salad kill me?” are forever relevant.
What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You Blacker chronicles Young’s efforts to survive while battling and making sense of the
various neuroses his country has given him.
It’s a condition that’s sometimes stretched to absurd limits: creating the farce where, as a teen, he wished for a white
person to call him a racial slur just so he could fight him and have a great story about it; provoking the angst that made
him question if “being straight” was something he could practice and get better at, like a crossover dribble; and
generating the surreal experience of watching his Pittsburgh neighborhood gentrify from predominantly Black to
“Portlandia . . . but with Pierogies.”
And, at its most devastating, it provides him reason to believe that his mother would be alive today if she were white.
From one of our most respected cultural observers, What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You Blacker is a hilarious and honest
debut that is both a celebration of the idiosyncrasies and distinctions of Blackness and a critique of white supremacy and
how we define masculinity.

Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson
Acclaimed author Renee Watson offers a powerful story about a girl striving for success in a world that too often seems
like it's trying to break her.
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her mother tells her to take
advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she rides the bus away from her friends
and to the private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. But some
opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk"
girls. Just because her mentor is black and graduated from the same high school doesn't mean she understands where
Jade is coming from. She's tired of being singled out as someone who needs help, someone people want to fix. Jade
wants to speak, to create, to express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her hope. Maybe there are some things she
could show other women about understanding the world and finding ways to be real, to make a difference.

When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir by Patrisse Cullors and asha
bandele
Raised by a single mother in an impoverished neighborhood in Los Angeles, Patrisse Khan-Cullors experienced
firsthand the prejudice and persecution Black Americans endure at the hands of law enforcement. For Patrisse, the most
vulnerable people in the country are Black people. Deliberately and ruthlessly targeted by a criminal justice system
serving a white privilege agenda, Black people are subjected to unjustifiable racial profiling and police brutality. In 2013,
when Trayvon Martin’s killer went free, Patrisse’s outrage led her to co-found Black Lives Matter with Alicia Garza and
Opal Tometi.
Condemned as terrorists and as a threat to America, these loving women founded a hashtag that birthed the movement
to demand accountability from the authorities who continually turn a blind eye to the injustices inflicted upon people of
Black and Brown skin.
Championing human rights in the face of violent racism, Patrisse is a survivor. She transformed her personal pain into
political power, giving voice to a people suffering inequality and a movement fueled by her strength and love to tell the
country—and the world—that Black Lives Matter.
When They Call You a Terrorist is Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha bandele’s reflection on humanity. It is an empowering
account of survival, strength and resilience and a call to action to change the culture that declares innocent Black life
expendable.

An ABC of Equality by Chana Ginelle Ewing and illustrated by Paulina Morgan
"A is for Ability, B is for Belief, C is for Class. All people have the right to be treated fairly, no matter who they are, what
they look like, or where they come from. An ABC of Equality introduces complicated concepts surrounding social justice
to the youngest of children.
From A to Z, simple explanations accompanied by engaging artwork teach children about the world we live in and how to
navigate our way through it. Each right-hand page includes a brightly decorated letter with the word it stands for and an
encouraging slogan. On the left, a colorful illustration and bite-size text sum up the concept. Cheerful people from a
range of backgrounds, ethnicities, and abilities lead the way through the alphabet.
L is for LGBTQIA. Find the words that make you, you.
N is for No. No means no.
P is for Privilege. Be aware of your advantages.
X is for Xenophobia. Ask questions and you’ll see there’s nothing to be afraid of.
Celebrate your Differences, ask more Questions, share your Kindness, and learn to Understand the world."

Native Son by Richard Wright
Likely the single most influential shaping force in modern Black literary history according to Henry Louis Gates Jr.
"Right from the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It could have been for assault or petty larceny; by chance,
it was for murder and rape. Native Son tells the story of this young black man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a
young white woman in a brief moment of panic. Set in Chicago in the 1930s, Richard Wright's powerful novel is an
unsparing reflection on the poverty and feelings of hopelessness experienced by people in inner cities across the country
and of what it means to be black in America."
This edition - the restored text of Native Son established by the Library of America - also includes an essay by Wright
titled, How "Bigger" was Born, along with notes on the text.

FILMS TO WATCH THIS MONTH

Do the Right Thing (1989)
Directed by Spike Lee, Do the Right Thing is a 1989 American comedy-drama film produced, written, and directed by
Spike Lee. It stars Lee, Danny Aiello, Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, Richard Edson, Giancarlo Esposito, Bill Nunn, John
Turturro, and Samuel L. Jackson, and is the feature film debut of Martin Lawrence and Rosie Perez. The story explores a
Brooklyn neighborhood's simmering racial tension, which culminates in tragedy and violence on a hot summer day.
The film was a critical and commercial success and received numerous accolades, including Academy Award
nominations for Best Original Screenplay and Best Supporting Actor for Aiello's portrayal of Sal the pizzeria owner. It is
often listed among the greatest films of all time. In 1999, the film was deemed "culturally, historically, and aesthetically
significant" by the Library of Congress, in its first year of eligibility, and was selected for preservation in the National Film
Registry.

Fruitvale Station (2013)
Directed by Ryan Coogler, Fruitvale Station is based on a true story. Though he once spent time in San Quentin, 22year-old black man Oscar Grant (Michael B. Jordan) is now trying hard to live a clean life and support his girlfriend
(Melonie Diaz) and young daughter (Ariana Neal).
Flashbacks reveal the last day in Oscar's life, in which he accompanied his family and friends to San Francisco to watch
fireworks on New Year's Eve, and, on the way back home, became swept up in an altercation with police that ended in
tragedy.

Dear White People (Netflix, 2017)
We wanted to shoutout a show that does a great job not only with representation but with nuanced and complicated
discussions of race, Dear White People. Although this show can edge out of the realistic and lean into drama, it's still one
of the best shows out right now in terms of understanding race. The show is targeted at those around college age and
caters to that demographic well, so be sure to take that into account before watching.
Based on the acclaimed film of the same name, this Netflix-original series follows a group of students of color at
Winchester University, a predominantly white Ivy League college. The students are faced with a landscape of cultural
bias, social injustice, misguided activism and slippery politics. Through an absurdist lens, the series uses irony, selfdeprecation, brutal honesty and humor to highlight issues that still plague today's" post-racial" society.

Get Out (2017)
Get Out is an American horror film written and directed by Jordan Peele in his directorial debut. It stars Daniel Kaluuya,
Allison Williams, Lil Rel Howery, Bradley Whitford, Caleb Landry Jones, Stephen Root, Lakeith Stanfield, and Catherine
Keener. Get Out follows Chris Washington (Kaluuya), a young black man who uncovers a disturbing secret when he
meets the family of his white girlfriend, Rose Armitage (Williams).
The horror comedy film is definitely worth watching and has won dozens of awards at all levels of film criticism. The
movie may deal with issues of race in a more creative, and sometimes dramatic manner, but it's still certainly worth a
watch.

American Son (2019)
Directed by Kenny Leon. On a stormy night in a Miami police station, Kendra Ellis-Connor is waiting for a report on the
whereabouts of her son Jamal, who has suddenly disappeared. She asks for help from Officer Paul Larkin, a rookie cop
who can't tell her anything about the incident. Due to both protocol and a lack of knowledge of the incident, he tells her
that he has to wait for Lieutenant John Stokes, the AM shift liaison officer.
American Son is an American drama film directed by Kenny Leon and written by Christopher Demos-Brown, based on
his Broadway play of the same name. The film stars Kerry Washington, Steven Pasquale, Jeremy Jordan and Eugene
Lee.

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING FOR CR
Challenging Racism is looking for volunteers to join us as we design and implement a range of fundraising and outreach
activities for the Executive Director and Board.
Volunteers help plan events, build partnerships, conduct outreach via social media, apply for grants, and design
programs for organizations in need of our conversations.
All skills are needed and welcomed and volunteers can choose their areas of expertise to help with. Areas we currently
need volunteer assistance with are:
Grants writing
Handling Press Releases & Public Relations
Fundraising for 2021 including our 3rd Annual Running Against Racism Virtual Run/Walk, Giving Tuesday and
many more

Marketing and Squarespace knowledge to help with our Website
IT & Database management to help with Google Drive
Please complete the form below and feel free to contact us at volunteer@challengingracism.org

Volunteer Form

If you want to support our mission, you can donate here. Thank you!

DONATE

Challenging Racism
1101 Wilson Blvd, 6th Floor
Arlington, VA 22209
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